iEARN AUSTRALIA ATTENDS THE JEARN INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION MEETING 2007
In August 2007 an iEARN Australia representative attended the JEARN International Education Meeting 2007 in Tokyo. 

The title for this year’s conference was "Global Initiative for Future in Collaborative Learning" and this was indeed the focus of thought and discussion throughout the conference.


Teachers and educators attended for three days of presenting ideas and sharing project information. iEARNERS arrived from all over Asia including Bangladesh, Iran, Thailand, the Philippines, Sri Lanka and iEARN international was represented by Bob Hoffman. 

As is always the way at iEARN conferences the friendship and sense of mutual purpose was wonderful and it was fantastic to share some of the incredible things that are happening in schools across Asia. The energy and commitment to projects shown by teachers and students is inspirational - as is the support and understanding given to all.

From an iEARN Australia perspective it was also a chance to develop new ideas and share some of the fantastic initiatives and ideas being developed here. Three presentations were given and there was great interest in the work being done in Australia through our partnership with the AEF. Sincere congratulations and messages of support were sent to all the new iEARN teachers involved in the Teddy Bear and Learning Circle projects and there were fruitful discussions about future projects and communication. 

One of the many wonderful aspects of this conference was the incredible assistance provided by secondary and tertiary students from across Japan. They assisted in all aspects of the day to day organization of the meeting – from setting up and help with IT equipment to refreshments and general friendly and approachable assistance for any issue. This culminated in a magnificent traditional dance performance by all the students to celebrate the conclusion of the conference. Their spirit was an inspiration to everyone.
There is a very strong desire for iEARN Asia to continue to develop its links and to find ways of providing support to encourage teachers and students from all Asian countries to be involved in projects. The future looks very bright and we can all look forward to many new friendships, fruitful partnerships and global connections for our students over the coming years.

Our thanks go to Yoko, Yoshiko, and Satoru Fujitani for their organization and support for this conference and we look forward to next year’s event with great anticipation.
Rob King
